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ISSUES: 

1. DECISION ON WHETHER TO JOIN FINANCIAL SUPPORT FUND 
AND SAFETY NET STILL PENDING. PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE 
THAT GOA WILL JOIN BUT NOT WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM. FINANCE 
MINISTRY OFFICIALS FEEL THAT AUSTRIA WILL NOT DERIVE 

ANY BENEFIT FROM JOINING FUND AND THAT PRINCIPAL 
BENEFICIARIES WOULD BE ITALY. UK, AND PERHAPS FRANCE. 

IN OUR CONVERSATIONS WE HAVE STRESSED IMPORTANCE 
OF FUND IN CONTEXT OF ACHIEVING CONSUMER SOLIDARITY 
AND GENUINE MULTILATERAL COOPERATION IN ENERGY FIELD. 

2. REGARDING SECRETARY'S MINIMUM PRICE PROPOSAL, GOA 
MINISTRIES ARE STILL STUDYING SUBJECT. FOREIGN 
MINISTRY IS CONCERNED THAT MINIMUM PRICE WOULD SET IN 
MOTION SIMILAR PROPOSALS FOR OTHER RAW MATERIALS AND 
BASIC COMMODITIES ("SPIRIT OF DAKAR"). FINANCE MINISTRY 
FEELS THAT MINIMUM PRICE WOULD BE EASY TO ACCEPT FOR 
LARGE COUNTRY LIKE US WHERE IMPORTS PLAY LESSER ROLE IN 
TOTAL OIL CONSUMPTION, WHEREAS COUNTRIES HEAVILY 
DEPENDENT ON IMPORTS WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY IN ADJUSTING 
TO A FIXED MINIMUM PRICE SITUATION. 

3. REGARDING PREPCON FOR CONSUMER/PRODUCER MEETING, 

GOA APPEARS TO HAVE MOVED AWAY FROM ITS EARLIER CONCERN 
ABOUT BEING REPRESENTED BY EEC. GOA WILL BE FLEXIBLE 

ON QUESTION OF REPRESENTATION ALTHOUGH OFFICIALS STRESS 
THAT IT IS NOT REALLY FEASIBLE FOR ONE COUNTRY TO REPRE- 
SENT ANOTHER. MAIN GOA POLICY CRITERIA FOR PREPCON IS 
THAT REPRESENTATION SHOULD NOT PREJUDICE FUTURE AUSTRIAN 
PARTICIPATION IN THE CONSUMER/PRODUCER DIALOGUE. HUMES 
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